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PREFACE.

ON the 20th of March, 1879, the following article appeared in
“VANITY FAIR:"—

A NEW PUZZLE.

The readers of Vanity Fair have during the last ten years shown so
much interest in the Acrostics and Hard Cases which were first made
the object of sustained competition for prizes in this journal, that it has
been sought to invent for them an entirely new kind of Puzzle, such as
would interest them equally with those that have already been so suc-
cessful. The subjoined letter from Mr. Lewis Carroll will explain itself,
and will introduce a Puzzle so entirely novel and withal so interesting,
that the transmutation of the original into the final word of the Dou-
blets may be expected to become an oceupation to the full as amusing
a8 the guessing of the Double Acrostics has already proved.

In order to enable readers to become acquainted with the tbw Puzzle,
preliminary Doublets will be given during the next three weeks—that
is to say, in the present number of Vanity Fair and in those of the 5th
and 12th April. A competition will then be opened—beginning with the
Doublets published on the 19th April, and including all those published
subsequently up to and including the number of the 26th J uly—for three
prizes, consisting respectively of a Proof Album for the first and of Or-
dinary Albums for the second and third prizes.

The rule of soorizig will be as follows :—A number of marks will be
apportioned to each Doublet equalAf;) the number of letters in the two
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words given. For example, in the instance given below of ‘ Head ”’ and
“ T4il,” the number of possible marks to be gained would be eight ; and
this maximam will be gained by each one of those who make the chain
with the least possible number of changes. If it be assumed that in this
instance the chain cannot be completed with less than the four links
given, then those who complete it with four links only will receive eight
marks, while a mark will be deducted for every extra link used beyond
four. Any competitor, therefore, using five links would score seven
marks, any competitor using eight links would score four, and any using
twelve links or ‘more would score nothing. The marks gained by each
competitor will be published each week.

DEAR VANITY,—Just a year ago last Christmas, two young ladies
—smarting under that sorest scourge of feminine humanity, the having
‘““ nothing to dd"—besought me to send them ““some riddles.”” But
riddles I had none at hand, and therefore set myself to devise some
other form of verbal torture which should serve the same purpose. The
result of my meditations was & new kind of Puzzle—new at least to me
—which, now that it has been fairly tested by a year’s experience and
commended by many friends, I offer to you, as a newly-gathered nut,
to be cracked by the omnivorous teeth which have already masticated
so many of your Double Acrostics.

The rules of the Puzzle are simple enough. Two words are proposed,
of the same length ; and the Puzzle consists in linking these together
by interposing other words, each of which shall differ from the next
word in ong letter only. That is to say, one letter may be changed in
one of the given words, then one letter in the word so obtained, and
80 om, till we arrive at the other given word. The letters must not be
interchanged among themselves, but each must keep to its own place.
As an example, the word “head” may be changed into “tail” by
interposing the words * heal, teal, tell, tall.”” I call the two given words
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““a Doublet,” the interposed words *‘ Links,” and the entire series
**& Chain,” of which I here append an example :—

It is, perhaps, needless to state that it is de rigueur that the links
should be English words, such as might be used in good society.

The easiest “ Doublets > are those in which the consonants in one
word answer to consonants in the other, and the vowels to vowels;
“head” and “tail”’ constitute a Doublet of this kind. Where this is
not the case, a8 in ““head ”’ and “hare,” the first thing to be done is
to transform one member of the Doublet into a word whose consonants
and vowels shall answer to those in the other member (e.g., “head,
herd, here ’), after which there is seldom much difficulty in completing
the * Chain.”

I am told that there is an American game involving & similar prin-
ciple. I have never seen it, and can only say of its inventors, * pereant
qut amte nos nostra, digerunt!”’

Lewis CARROLL.



RULES.

1. The words given to be linked together constitute a * Doublet ;*’
the interposed words are the * Links ;”’ and the entire series a ““ Chain.””
The object is to complete the Chain with the least possible number of
Links.

2. Each word in the Chain must be formed from the preceding word
by changing one letter in it, and one only. The substituted letter must
occupy the same place, in the word so formed, which the discarded
letter occupied in the preceding word, and all the other letters must
retain their places.

8. When three or more words are given to be made into a Chain,
the first and last constitute the “ Doublet.” The others are called
““Set Links,” and must be introduced into the Chain in the order in
which they are given. A Chain of this kind must not contain any word
twice over.

4. No word is admissible as a Link unless it (or, if it be an inflection,
a word from which it comes) is to be found in the following Glossary.
Comparatives and superlatives of adjectives and adverbs, when regu-
larly formed, are regarded as  inflections’ of the positive form, and are
not given separately: e.g. the word ‘new’ being given, it is to be un-
derstood that ‘newer’ and ‘newest’ are also admissible. But nouns
formed from verbs (as ‘reader’ from ‘read’) are not so regarded, and
may not be used as Links unless they are to be found in the Glossary.
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ADOPTED IN “VANITY FAIR.”

1. The marks assigned to each Doublet are as follows :—If it be
given without any Set Links, s0 many marks are assigned to it as there
are letters in the two words together (6.g., a four-letter Doublet would
have eight marks assigned to it). If it be given with Set Links, so that
the Chain is made up of two or more portions, so many marks are
assigned to it as would have been assigned if each portion had been
a separate Chain (e.g., a four-letter Doublet which has two Set Links,
80 that the Chain is made up of three portions, would have twenty-four
marks assigned to it). .

2. Each competitor, who completes the Chain with the least possible
number of Links, will receive the full number of marks assigned; and
each who uses more than the least possible number of Links will lose
a mark for every additional Link.

3. Each competitor is required to send his three Chains, with his
signature attached, written on one piece of paper.

4. The Editor of ¢ Vanity Fair’ will be glad to receive any suggestions,
both as to words which it seems desirable to omit, and as to omitted
words which it seems desirable to insert: but any word proposed for
insertion or for omission should be exhibited as a Link between two
other words.

5. Alterations will not be made in this Glossary during any competition,
but will be duly announced before the commencement of & new com-
petition, so that those who already possess copies will be able to correct
them, and will not be obliged to buy a new edition.

“ Vanity Fair’’ Office,
18, Tavistock Street,
Covent Garden,
LoNDON.



DOUBLETS ALREADY SET

IN “VANITY FAIR”

March 29—Drive PIG into STY. .
Raise FOUR to FIVE.
Make WHEAT into BREAD.
i April 5—Dip PEN into INK.
Touch CHIN with NOSE.
Change TEARS into SMILE.
April 12—Change WET to DRY.
Make HARE into SOUP.
PITCH TENTS.

April 19.—Cover EYE with LID.

Prove PITY to be GOOD.
STEAL COINS.

April 26.—Make EEL into PIE.
Turn POOR into RICH.
Prove RAVEN to be MISER.
May 3.—Change OAT to RYE.
Get WOOD from TREE.
Prove GRASS to be GREEN.

May 10.—Evolve MAN from APE.

Change CAIN into ABEL.
Make FLOUR into BREAD.




DOUBLETS ALREADY BET.

May 17—Make TEA HOT.
Run COMB into HAIR.
Prove a ROGUE to be a BEAST.

May 24.—Change ELM into OAK.
Combine ARMY and NAVY.
Place BEANS on SHELF.

May 31.—HOOK FISH.
QUELL a BRAVO.
Stow FURIES in BARREL.

June 7.—BUY an ASS.
Get COAL from MINE.*
Pay COSTS in PENCE.

June 14—Raise ONE to TWO.
Change BLUE to PINK.
Change BLACK to WHITE.

June 21.—Change FISH to BIRD.
Sell SHOES for CRUST.
Make KETTLE HOLDER.

N.B. Solutions of these Doublets will be found at p. 38.



10

PREFACE TO GLOSSARY.

The following Glossary is intended to contain all well-known English
‘words (or, if they are inflections, words from which they come) of 3, 4, 5,
or 6 letters each, which may be used in good Society, and which can
serve as Links. 1t is not intended to be used as a source from which
words may be obtained, but only as a test of their being admissible.

That such a Glossary is needed may best be proved by quoting the
following passage from ¢ Vanity Fair’ of May 17, 1879, premising that
all the strange words, here used, had a.ctually occurred in Chains sent in
by competitors :—

‘“ CHOKER humbly presents his compliments to the four thousand
three hundred and seventeen (or thereabouts) indignant Doubleteers
who have so strongly shent him, and pre to being stoaked in the spate
of their wrath, asks for a fiver of minutes for reflection. CHOKER is in
a state of complete pye. He feels that there must be a stent to the
admission of spick words. He is quite unable to sweal the chaffy spelt,
to sile the pory cole, or to swill a spate from a piny ait to the song of
the spink. Frils and the mystic Gole are strangers in his sheal : the
chanceful Gord hath never brought him gold, nor ever did a cate
become his ain. The Doubleteers will no doubt spank him sore, with
slick quotations and wild words of yore, will pour upon his head whole
steres of steens and poods of spiles points downwards. But he trusts
that those alone who habitually use such words as these in Good Society,
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and whose discourse is universally there understood, will be the first
to cast a stean at him.” )

As the chief object aimed at has been to furnish a puzzle which shall
be an amusing mental occupation at all times, whether a dictionary
is at hand or not, it has been sought to include in this Glossary only
such words as most educated people carry in their memories. If any
doubt should arise as to whether any word that suggests itself is an
admissible one, it may be settled by referring to the Glossary.

‘When there are two words spelt alike, one a noun and one a verb,
or any other such combination, it has not been thought necessary to
include both, so long as all the inflections can be obtained frqm one:
e.g. ‘aim’ is given only as a verb, since ‘aims,” the plural of the
noun, is also the third person of the verb; but hale, v.a.,” and
‘hale, a.,” are both given, the one being needed to supply ‘ hales’ and
‘haled,’ and the other to supply ¢ haler.’ '

Two abbreviations, ‘e’en’ and ‘e’er,” have been included.

As to the many words which, though used and understood in good
Society, are yet not available as Links, owing to there being no other
words into which they can be changed, it has been regarded as a matter
of indifference whether they are included or not.
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ABBREVIATIONS

USED IN GLOSSARY.

a. adjective.
ad. adverb.
¢. conjunction.
¢nt. interjection.
n.8. noun (only used in singular).
n.pl. noun (only used in plaral).
n. noun (used in both).
pre. preposition.
pro. pronoun.
v.a. verb (active only).
v.n. verb (neuter only).
v. verb (both active and neuter).




GLOSSARY.

“Words, words, words."”
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alive, a.
alkall, n.

ay, v.
6ge, v.a.
8y, n.




n.
avaunt, int.

awry, a.
axe, .
axiom, n.
) n.
axle, n,
aye, ad.
azure, a.
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bicker, v.n,

bid (bad or bade),v.a.
bide, v.

b

b

b

b

er, n.
flin, n,

blench, v.n.

blend (blended or

blent), v.a.

bless (blessed or

blest), v.a.

blight, n,
na, n.




buoy, v.a.
bur, n.
burden, 7.
Ty
urfal, m.
burke, v.a.
burly, a.
burn, v.a.

bungle, v.n. -
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calico, n. carte, n. chant, n, chrome, n.
caliph, n. carter, n. [ n.s. chub, n.s.
calix, n. Carve, v.a. chap (chapped or chuck, ».
call, v, Ccarver, n, hapt), v.a. chum, n.
caller, u. case, n. chapel, u. church, .
calm, v.a. cased, a. char, v.a. churl, n.
calm, a. cash, v.a. charge, n. churn, u.
calmly, ad. cask, v.a. charm, n. cider, n.s.
calyx, n. casket, u, c . cigar, n.
camel, n. cassia, 7. chary, a. cinder, n.
Cameo, %, cast, v.a. [ XX oipher, n.
camera, . caste, 1.8, chaser, n, oirole, n,
camp, v. oastle, n. chasm, n. circus, n.
Can, V.. castor, n. chaste, a. cit, u.
can, n. casual, a. chat, v. cite, v.a.
canal, n. cat, n. chatty, a. citron, n.
canard, 2. catch, v.a. chaunt, n. city, u.
oumr{, n cater, v.n. cheap, a. civet, n.
canoel, v.a. cates, n, cheat, . civig, a.
cancer, n. catkin, n. check, n. civil, a.
candid, a. catsup, n. cheek, n, clack, v.
candle, n. cattle, n. cheep, v.n, clad, a.
candor, u. caucus, 1, cheer, n. claim, n,
candy, 5. caudle, %, cheery, a. clam, n.
cane, ©.a. caul, n. cheese, 1. clammy, a.
canker, n. causal, a. cheque, n. clamor, %,
cannon, n. cause, v.a. chequer, %, clamp, n.
cannot, v.n, cave, 1. cherry, n. clan, a.
canoe, n. caved, a. cherub, n. clang, v.
canon, . caveat, n. chess, n.8. clank, v,
€anopy, n. cavern, n. chest, n. clap, v,
cant, v. cavil, n. che o claret, n.
canter, z., cavity, n. chew, . clash, v,
canto, n. CAW, V.0, chick, a, clasp, n.
canton, %, cease, v, chide (chid or class, n.
canvas, i, cedar, n. chode), v. clause, n.
cap, v.a. cede, v.a. , ohief, n. claw, v.a.
cape, n. celery, n, child, n. clay, n.s. ¢
caper, v.n. cell, n, chill, n, clean, v.a.
captor, n. cellar, n. chilly, a. clear, v.a.
Car, 7, cement, n, chime, v, cleave (clove or
carat, . censer, n. chin, n. clave; cleft or
carbon, n.s. CEnsor, 1, china, n.s. loven), v.
card, v.a. cent, n. chine; ., clench, v,
.CAre, v.n. centre, n. chink, n, clerk, n.
careen, v, chace, n, chip, v. clew, n.
Career, n. chafe, v. chirp, v. click, v.
caress, n, chafer, n, [4 Jgsei. n clicnt, n.
caret, n, cnh; n.s, 0'111 L3 c}gﬁ, t;,'
Cargo, . chaip, n, choice, . climb, v,
carnal, a. chair, n. choir, n. clime, n.
carol, n. chaise, n. choke, v. clinch, ».
Carp, v.n. chalk, v.e. choler, n. cling, v.n.
carpet, . chalky, a. ch v, clink, v.
carrot, n. champ, v. chop, n. clip, v.a.
carry, v. chance, n. chord, n. clique, n.
cart, v.a. change, n. chorus, n. cloak, n.
clock, .




convex, a.
convey, v.
convoy, n.
vn.

€00k, v.a.
cool, v.a.
cool, a.
cooliy, ad.

curlew, n.
curly, a.



om't1 a
curtly, ad.
curtsy, n.
curve, v.a.
custom, n.
out, v.
cutler, n.
cutlet, n.
cuttler, n,
cynie, a.
cypher, n.

ab, v.a.

dabble, v.a.
o .

w

iaft,

£
]
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e
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deduce, v.a.

'orm, v.a,
ray, v.0.

iy, ad
y, ad.
ty, v.a.
n
fy, v.a.

a
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denude, v.a.

depend, v.n.

y V.G
devout, a.

B2

divest, v.a.
divide, v.a.
divine, a.
dizzy, a.

) Vo
docile, a.
dock, v.a.
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g

iry, v.
ry (drier or er;
driest or dryest), a.
dryly, ad.

upe, v.a.
during, p.

dwarf, n.
dwell, v.n,
dys, v.a.
dyer, n.
dyke, v.a.

E

each, a.

emerge, v.n,
emery, n.s.
emit, v.a.
empale, v.a.
empire, n.
employ, v.a.

enemy, %,
energy, n.
enfold, r.a.
engage, v.
engine, n.
euglilf, v.a,
enjoin, v.a,
ewgy. .0
enlist, v.a,

ensue, t'.m,



eve, n.
even, n.
even! , ad.
event, 2.
ever,
every, a.
evict, v.a.

evoke, v.a.
evolve, v.a.
ewe, n.
ewer, 1.
exagt, v.a.
exalt, v.a.
exceed, v,

)
falter, v.n,

1




gabble, v.n.
gable, n,

gad, v.n.
aff, n
gag, v.a.

gage, n.
gaiety, m. -
gaily, n.

v,




mp, n.8
glh'l.

gin, %,
ginger, n.s.
girsy, n.
gird, v.a.
g;;:'le, s
girl, n.
girth, n.

hallow, v.a.
%,

o,

halt, ».
halter, n.
halve, v.a.

ha)
hamlet, n.

namper, %.

bhand, v.a.
and; va.

handy, a.
hang, v.

18LIEET, B,

hank, n.

anker, v.3.




)
hoist, v.a.

bold (holden), v.a.
holder, n.

hole, n.

hollow, a.

holly, .

holy, a.

home, n.

homily, .
hominy, n.

hone, n.

honest, a.

honey, n.

honor, n.

honour, %.

hood, n.

ded, a.

hoof, n.
hoofed, a.

hook, v.a.
aoog&;:.

hotel, .
hotly, ad.

hound, n, idly, ad.
our, n. idol, n.
hourly, a. ilk, a.
ouse, %. 11, n.
housed, a. mage, n.
hovel, n. mp, n.
hover, v.n. mport, v.a.
how, ad. impose, v.a.
howl, v.n. m n.
hoyden, n. nch, n,
huddle, v.n. ncise, v.a.
hue, n. ncite, v.a.
hued, a. indent, v.a.
huff, v.a. nfant, n.
hug, v.a. nfect, v.a.
huge, a. nfer, v.a.
hulk, . nfest, v.a.
hull, ».a. nform, v.e.
hum, v.n. nfuse, v.a.
human, a. nject, v.a.
humble, a. njure, v.a.
humor, n. nk, n.
humour, n. nked, a.
hump, . nky, a.
o nland, ad.
hunch, n. nlay, r.a.
hunger, n.s. nlet, n.
hungry, a. nly, ad,
hunt, v. nn, n.
hunter, n. nnate, a.
hurdle, «. nsane, a.
hurl, v.a. rtt,' n
hurry, ».s. n va.
h v.a. niide, ad.
hurtle, v.n. nsist, v.n.
hush, v.a. nsult, v.a.
husk, v.a. n a.
husky, a. intend, v.
ht 'y 1 ntent, n.
hustle, v.a. nvade, v.a.
hut, n. nvent, v.a.
butch, n. nvert, v.a.
nvest, v.a.
I nvite, v.a.
nvoke, v.a.
re, 0.8,
e
n. rks, v. impers.
ced, a. ron, v.a.
CY, a. rony, n
des, n. sland, n.
@ sle, n.
des, n. pl. slet, n.
diom, #. vy, B
diot, n.
dle, v.n, J
dle, a.
idler, n. jabber, v,



Jaunty, a.
Jaw, 1.
18y, n.
Jeer, v,
Jelly, n.
enny, n.
erk, v.a.

keel, n.
keen, a.
keep, v.a.
keg, n.
kelp, n.s.
ken, v.a.
kennel, n.
kettle, n.
key, n.
(lef:. v.
kid, n.
1], v.a.
t, n.
lted, a.
n, n.s.

nd, n.
nd, a.
nd‘n v,

jaX-8

[Nt ol shad
=

ndly, ad.
ne, y';' ol

ng, 7.

FEEKEEREX
5
g
Fs

kneel, v.n.
knell, n.s.
knife, n,

knight, n,

knit, v,
knob, n.
knock, n.
knoll, n.
knot, n.
know, v.

L

label, n.
labor, n.
labour, n.
ac, 7.
lace, v.a.
lack, v.a.
ackey, n.

ly e
ladder, n.

lade, v.

ner, n.



tter, n.
ttle (less, least), a.
ve, v.n,

vely, ad.

op, v.a.

matter, n,
mature, a.
maul, v.a.
may, v.4.

melon, n.

melt (melted or
molten), v.

member, n.

mill, n.
milled, a.
miller, n.

P
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ne, a.
nety, a.

nip, v.a.
nitre, n.s.
noble, a.
nobly, ad.
nod, v.

nut, n.
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offer, v.a.
often, ad.
ogle, v.a.

ESE??EEE?EE???EEEE%
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pate, n.
patent, a.
rath, n.
patrol, n.

or pen-
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pour, v.
pout, v.n.

powder, n.

prop, ».
propel, v.a,
proper, a.
prose, n.s.
proser, n.
prosy, a.

s Ge

Prove (proved or

proven) v,
Prow, %.

prowl, v.n,
proxy, n.

prude, n.
prune, n.
pry, v.n.
pucker, n.
puddle, n.

pull, v,
pullet, n.

punish, v.
punt, v.a.
gl‘:nYy a.
n.

png'il, n.
puppet, n.
pUPRY, %.
Purr, v.n.
pure, a.
pureiy, ad.
purge, v.a.
purist, n.
purity, n.
purl, v.a.

purvey, v.a.
push, v,

put, v.a.
puzzle, n.

quarter, n.
uash, v.a.
quaver, v.n.
uay, n.
ueen, n.
ueer, a.
uell, v.a.
juench, v.a.
n;r{,, n.

uest, n.
uick, a.

quiet, v.a.
quiet, a.
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quiver, a.
quiz, v.a.
quote, v.a.
q v.

R

rabble, n,
rabid, a.

race, v.n.
rack, v.a.
racket, n.

rasp, v.a.
rat, v.n.
rate, v.a.
rather, ad.
ratify, v.a.
ration, n.
rattle, n.
ravage, v.d.
rave, v.n.
ravel, v.a.
raven, n.
ravine, n.
raw, a.
ay, n.




recent, a.
recess, n.
recite, v.a.
reck, v.n.
reckon, v.
recoil, v.n.
record, v.a.
Tecur, v.n.
red, n.

red, a.
redeem, v.a.
reduce, v.a.
, n.
reef, v.a.
reek, v.n.
reel, v.n.

reject, v.a.
re{gin, v.a.
relate, v.a.
relax, v.a.
relay, u.

relent, v.n.
relic, n.
relict, n.
relief, n.
relish, v.a.
rely, v.n.
remain, v.n.

renew, v.d.

repent, v.n.
repine, v.n.
reply, v.n.
re n

&wrt, ».
urn, v.
reveal, v.a.
revel, n.
revere, v.a.

review, n.
revile, v.a.
revise, v.a.

revive, v.n.
revoke, v.a.
revolt, n.

rude, a.



sheen, v.s.
sheep, n.
sheer, v.n.

sherry, n.
shew, v.a.
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shield, n.
shift, n.
shily, ad.
shin, n.
shine, v.n.
ship, n.
shire, n.
shirk, v.a.
hirt, n.
hiver, v.n.
0al, n.
hock, n.
hoe, v.a.
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hrive, v.a.
hroud, n.
hrub, n.
hrug, v.a.
hun, v.a.
hunt, v.a.
hut, v.a.

hy, v.n.
:a' (shier or shyer;
iest or shyest), a.
shyly, ad
sic, ad.
slck, a.
sicken, v.
sickle, n.
siokly, a.
side, v.n.
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8, v.nm.
sidle, v.n
siege, n.
sieve, n.
sift, v.a.
sigh, v.n,
sight, n.
sign, v.a.
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Sneer, v,
sneeze, v.n.
snip, v.a.
snipe, n.



stream, n.
street, n.
stress, n.
strew (strewed or
strewn), v.a.
ict, a.

stride, n.
strife, n.
strike, v.a.
string, n.
strip, v.a.

strown), v.a,
stru
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twine, v.a.
twi )
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until, pre,
unto, 3
untold, o
untrue, a.
un a.
unwary, a.
unwell, a.
unwise, a.
unwount, a.
uphold, v.a.

usury, n.s.
utter, v.a.

v

vacant, a.
vacate, v.a.
VAgary, n.
ue, a.
::fl. n
vailed, a.
vain, a.
vainly, ad.
vale, n.
valet, n.
valid, a.
valise, n.
valley, n.
valor, n.s.

valuer, n.

vex, v.a.
vial, .
viand, a.
vicar, n.
vice, n.
victor, n.
vie, v.n.
v;env'. v.a.
vigll, n.
vigor, n.
ur, n.
e, a.
llfy. v.a.
1la, n.
ne, n.
Inery, n.
ol, »,
ola, n.
iolet, n.
olin, n.
iper, n.
sion, .
Bit, n.
wvisor, .

vista, n.
vital, a.
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weld, v.a.
well, v.n.




welter, v.n.
wen, v.
wenc
wend (wended or
went), v.6.
west, n..
wet, v.a.
wet, a.
whale, n.
wharf, n.
what, pro.
wheat, n.
wheel, n.
whelk, n.

write, v.

writer, n.

wrol(;g.r;».

wry (wrier or wryer;
wﬂeltorrryeu),a:



SOLUTIONS OF DOUBLETS. (See p.8.)
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